
Welcome along to Issue 9 
of the “Friends in Focus” 

Newsletter. We  sincerely 
apologise  for the late arri-
val of this issue but we have 
been very busy with events 
and putting together this 
new-look newsletter for 

you. 

This is your newsletter and 
we’d love to hear from you. 
Your thoughts on the 
church building, your 
thoughts  on the Friends, 

your thoughts on the news-
letter. You might even want 

to write us an article.  

You can write to us c/o 54 
Magnolia Drive, Chartham. 
You can e-mail us at friend-
sofstmaryschartham@aol.c
om. You can even ring us 

up on 01227 733545. 

In this issue, we look at 
some of the events that 

have taken place since the 
last newsletter, introduce 
you to the current commit-
tee, take a look at the fi-
nances, and we look for-
ward to some of the things 
happening in the next few 

months. 

We hope you enjoy this 
relaunched Friends in Focus 
newsletter, and we promise 
you that issues will be ap-

pearing every six months in 

Spring and Autumn. 

Tony 

Tony Frost 

Newsletter & Website Editor 

tony.chartham@outlook.com 

WELCOME ALONG TO ISSUE 9—EVENTUALLY! ! 

A WORD FROM THE SECRETARY 

Another busy six months, 

with membership renewals 

always due in September, 

keeping a daily eye of our 

email account to check for 

new communications, ar-

ranging support for events, 

sending out letters and 

emails when required to 

keep the team in focus, 

and (what seems like) con-

stant cake making for our 

coffee mornings and histo-

ry evenings! The most 

enjoyable part of my role 

though is meeting our 

members and getting to 

know new faces at events 

throughout the year.  
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Finance  Report 

The Friends funds are con-
tinuing to grow at a steady 

rate during our third year. 
Following the Wine and 
Wisdom evening our funds 
stand at £12,166. During 
2013/14 our income was 
£5,636 with an expenditure 
of £915 and during 2014/15 
our income was £6,442 
with an expenditure of 
£1,538. This year our cur-
rent income is £3,218 with 

an expenditure of £702.  

     The Quinquennial Re-
port on the condition of 
the Church was received by 
the PCC at the end of 
2015. The repair work 
identified by the Architect 
appointed by the Diocese 
relate mainly to the roof 
and walls. The Architect 
has identified item of work 
that should be carried out 
within the next two years. 

The cost of these have 
been estimated at a sum in 
excess of £250,000, a sum 
which the Church could 
not possibly reach on its 
own. As a consequence the 
PCC have applied for a 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
Grant. If successful this 
would provide a large por-
tion of the estimated cost 
but would still leave a large 

amount of money for the 
PCC to find. The Friends 
are now in a position to be 
able to assist the PCC 
thanks to the support of all 
of our Members. An update 
regarding this matter will 
be given at the AGM prior 

to any funds being released. 



History Evening   -    

Friday 14th October 

2016 

We are running another one 

in the series of our popular 

history events in October. 

This time it will be on the 

history of St Mary’s Church 

and will include some social 

history as well as detail about 

the building itself. Gordon 

Steadwood has agreed to 

lead the evening and it should 

be  very interesting and in-

formative for those already 

familiar with the church but 

also for those who have nev-

er stepped inside. The venue 

will be at the church and will 

start at 7.30pm. 

A GLIMPSE INTO THE 

PAST...Researching Country House His-

tory / Houses around the Green 
 

On Friday 23rd October 2015 we had another 

glimpse into the past. The first part of the evening 

was Dr Richard Goodenough telling us about re-
searching the country houses of the Stour Valley in-

cluding a brief description of the Dovecote at Burnt 

House Farm. We then enjoyed some deli-

cious refreshments before listening to Andreas Low-

son talking about houses and other structures 
around The Green in Chartham including the Memo-

rial outside the church gate.  

WINE, PIE, AND WISDOM 

The Friends held a very successful quiz evening on April 

16th at Chartham Village Hall. Nine tables of eight pitted 

their wits against each other and the Young Ones (who 

were they kidding) came out the victorious winners. 

There were eight rounds on various topics and two activi-

ties during the supper break. The 2015 News, the first 

round, did not result in very high scores but most of the 

other rounds were well answered by some teams! 

A supper of shepherd’s pie and peas, washed down with 

wine, was enjoyed by all and certainly made the second 

half lively. A raffle completed the evening and a very re-

spectable sum of money was made (£392.11) to go to-

wards the maintenance of the church building.  

Friends of St Marys Swima-

thon — Friday 8th July 2016. 

The swimathon will take place at Kings 

School Swimming Pool in Canterbury 

between 1.30pm and 3.30pm on 8th 

July. You are welcome to take part and 

raise money for Friends of St Marys 

Church. Sponsor forms and further 

details are available from the Friends 

Secretary or the Events Co-ordinator 

- see contact details below. 

Friends of St Marys Contact Details 

Post - Mrs. S. Finn,  Friends Secretary, 54 Magnolia 

Drive, Chartham, CT4 7TG 

Telephone - 01227 733545 

E-mail - friendsofstmaryschartham@aol.com 

Website - www.friendsofstmaryschartham.co.uk 

Annual General Meeting  

The Annual General Meeting of 

the Friends will take place on 

Sunday 25th September at 2,30 

pm in the church. Please put 

this date in your diaries now. 

Saturday Café 

Every month we host a coffee 

morning with a book sale in Char-

tham Village Hall normally on the 

first Saturday of each month 

(second Saturday in December).  

Come and enjoy a cup of tea or 

coffee and a pastry, and browse 

our extensive book and DVD col-

lection all for sale at 50p each. If 

you would like to bring a friend 

you can select a book or a DVD 

for free.   


