
Welcome along to Issue 10 
of the “Friends in Focus” 

Newsletter. It’s been a long 
time coming and I can only 
apologise. A lot has hap-
pened over the last year.  
Once again we have been 

busy with events. 

As I wrote last year and I 
say again, this is your news-
letter and we’d love to hear 
from you. Your thoughts on 
the church building, your 
thoughts  on the Friends, 

your thoughts on the news-
letter. You might even want 

to write us an article.  

You can write to us c/o 54 
Magnolia Drive, Chartham. 
You can e-mail us at friend-
sofstmaryschartham@aol.c
om. You can even ring us 

up on 01227 733545. 

In this issue, we look at the 
events that have taken place 

since the last newsletter, 
introduce you to the cur-
rent committee, take a look 
at the finances, and we look 
forward to some of the 
things happening in the next 

few months. 

We previously promised 
that the newsletter would 
appear twice a year, and 
that is still that ambition to 
issue two a year but that 

depends on your  contribu-
tions. We hope the next 
issue could appear around 

Christmas.               

Tony                

Newsletter & Website Editor-

tony.chartham@outlook.com 

WELCOME ALONG TO ISSUE 10 

A WORD FROM THE SECRETARY 

The role of the Secre-

tary is to support the 

Chair in ensuring the 

smooth functioning of the 

Management Committee. 

In summary, 

the Secretary is responsi-

ble for ensuring meetings 

are effectively organised 

and documented, and 

maintain effective records 

and administration. With 

the imminent Annual Gen-

eral Meeting coming up, 

the secretary is responsi-

ble for the advertising and 

notice of proposals for 

new members. The Man-

agement Committee is 

now seven, but we are still 

looking for people who 

would enjoy the challenge 

of working with us to 

maintain a strong support-

ing role for the ongoing 
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The Friends are pleased to announce that they are now a fully registered  

charity—Registered Charity 1168636 
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Finance  Report 

The Friends funds are contin-

uing to grow at a steady rate 

during our fourth year. At 

27th July 2017 our funds 

stand at £17,316.96. During 

2013/14 our income was 

£5,636 with an expenditure 

of £915, during 2014/15 our 

income was £6,442 with an 

expenditure of £1,538 and 

during 2015/16 our income 

was £5224 with an expendi-

ture of £790. This year our 

current income is £4,243 

with an expenditure of £985.  

     The Quinquennial Report 

on the condition of the 

Church was received by the 

PCC at the end of 2015. The 

repair work identified by the 

Architect appointed by the 

Diocese relate mainly to the 

roof and walls at an estimat-

ed cost of £280,000. The 

PCC has applied for a Herit-

age Lottery Fund Grant. It 

has been successful and the 

HLF has granted up to a max-

imum of £203,900 . The 

Friends are now in a position 

to be able to assist the PCC 

thanks to the support of all of 

our Members. At present the 

PCC has allowed for the 

Friends to contribute £5,000. 

However, this may well in-

crease if the work costs in-

crease.  

fundraising in support of 

St. Mary’s Church. 

Probably one of the most 

important roles the sec-

retary has, is to be able 

to bake cakes for the 

coffee mornings and oth-

er events! 

Please have a look at our 

website: 

www.friendsofstmaryscha

rtham.co.uk  for more 

information about the 

team, and also the events 

planned for 2017. 



Swimathon, 8th July 2016 
 

This was a very rewarding event 
for the Friends and at the mo-

ment we estimate that we have raised an accom-
plished £1246.00 - this figure may increase slightly when all 

sponsor income has been received. There was a lot of hard 
effort by the swimmers who completed an amazing number 

of lengths between them. 

Additionally we can claim the gift aid and this is likely to top 
the funds raised by the swimathon to over £1500. 

The committee would like to thank all the swimmers who 
gave their time to support us, and to Kings School for the 

use of their pool. Quiz Questions and Quiche,  23rd June 2017 

On a warm Friday evening in June, the quizzers of Chartham and 

beyond came together for the 2nd quiz evening organised by the 

Friends. 6 tables sat down to quiz hard with questions set by 

Yvonne and be quizzed by Tim Clark.  

In the interval there was quiche, salad and 

jacket potatoes availa- ble to feed those 

brains. After 8 rounds of questions from UK 

Service Stations to “The Year 2016” and 

a hotly fought “Local Knowledge” round, 

the winners were the ‘Scrambled Eggheads’ 

with 90 points and those taken the wooden spoons were the 

‘Scramblers’ on 47 points. What is not scrambled is the £245.74 

addition to Friends funds with £75 coming from the raffle. 

Friends of St Marys Contact Details 

Post - Mrs. S. Finn,  Friends Secretary, 54 Magnolia Drive, Chartham, CT4 

7TG 

E-mail - friendsofstmaryschartham@aol.com 

Website - www.friendsofstmaryschartham.co.uk 

Annual General Meeting  

The Annual General Meeting of the Friends 

will take place on Sunday 3rd September at 

230 pm in the church with complementary 

refreshments to follow. Please put this date in 

your diaries NOW! 

Saturday Café 

The format of our popular Saturday Café will be 

changing. When it returns in October following a 

summer break it is likely to move from monthly to-

wards a quarterly event. 

It will also no longer sell books as they have not been 

selling well and take up loads of storage space!! We 

thank you however for all your donations in the past. 

Burns Night, 21st January 2017 

We held our second Burns Night on 21st January in the village hall. Af-

ter the success of the first Burns Night celebrations two years ago, the 

tickets sold quickly and over 70 people came, most dressed with a Scot-

tish theme. The musician piped in the haggis with much clapping and 

good cheer. Maybe it was the whisky taking effect? This was followed by 

traditional poems before the Burns Night fare of haggis, tatties and 

swede was served with lashings of onion gravy.  

After the meal, Emily sang two well- known Scottish songs and played 

the piano. The evening finished with some Scottish dancing and everyone 

(except those washing up) piled out at 10.30 having had a thoroughly 

good evening (so they said).  

On another very positive note, around £800 was raised for the Friends 

of St Mary’s.  A very big thanks to all who came and those who helped 

to make it a successful fund raising event.  

Registered Charity 

1168636 

Who can solve the mystery? 

The church contains this won-

derful grotesque (pictured left 

in conversation with his best 

friend) but who is it and why is 

it there? Could it be a vicar or a 

churchwarden from history? Do 

you know the history? We’d 

love to hear as we are just so  

curious to know the story... 


